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During recent years, interest for the use of cognitive methods in Religious Studies
has increased. This is true of Biblical Studies too, perhaps at a slow pace though,

in view of the willingness of exegetes in the past to integrate new methods. Cog-

nitive science can be seen as a wide umbrella, covering and combining a number
of disciplines from the social and natural sciences as well as from the humanities,
which in various ways focus on human cognition.

In view of this, Stockholm School of Theology (Teologiska hogskolan Stockholm,
THS), with the support of the Wenner-Gren Foundations and the Royal Swedish
Academy of Letters extends an invitation to a symposium about the role of cogni-
tive methods for Biblical Studies. The aim is to further interest for the field among
scholars and doctoral students in the Nordic context, by offering examples of usa-
ges of cognitive approaches by exegetes with varying interests and perspectives.
The symposium is also associated to a Nordic network under construction.

Under senare ar har intresset 6kat for anvandningen av kognitiva metoder inom
religionsvetenskapen. Detta galler dven bibelvetenskapen, dven om om utveckling-
en kanske har varit langsam i jamférelse med hur exegeter tidigare varit redo att
inforliva nya metoder. Kognitionsvetenskap kan ses som ett samlingsbegrepp for
ett antal forskningsfalt som hor till social- och naturvetenskaperna, i viss man dven
till humaniora, och som pa olika satt fokuserar pa manniskans kognitiva formagor.

Mot denna bakgrund inbjuder Teologiska hogskolan Stockholm (THS), med stod
fran Wenner-Gren Stiftelserna och Vitterhetsakademien till ett symposium om
kognitiva metoders roll for bibelvetenskapen. Malsattningen ar att framja intresset
for detta omrade bland forskare och forskarstuderande i norden, genom att ge ex-
empel pa hur kognitiva ansatser anvands av exegeter med varierande intressen och
forskningsfalt. Symposiet ar ocksa en del av ett nordiskt natverk under bildande.




SPEAKERS and TOPICS
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Jutta Jokiranta:

Thomas Kazen:

Petri Luomanen:

Rikard Roitto:
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Gerd Theissen:

Risto Uro:

Privatdozent, Universitdt Heidelberg, Fellow, Helsinki Collegium
for Advanced Studies
- Social Network Formation in Early Christian Groups

University Lecturer in OT Studies, University of Helsinki
- Cognitive Approaches to the Texts from Qumran

Docent, Associate Professor in New Testament Exegesis,
Stockholm School of Theology
- Emotions, Ritual and Morality in Pentateuchal Law

Docent, Academy Research Fellow, Academy of Finland
- Cognitive Science and Biblical Studies So Far: An Overview
of Recent Developments.

Teol. dr, Adjunct Lecturer in New Testament Exegesis, Stockholm
School of Theology

- Group Identity and Norms of Behaviour in Post-Pauline
Communities

Assistant Professor, St. Michaels College, University of Toronto
Neurobiological Perspectives on Paul

Professor Emeritus fiir Neutestamentliche Theologie, Universitat
Heidelberg
- A Cognitive Analysis of Early Christian Beliefs

Docent, Senior Lecturer in New Testament Studies, Helsinki
University
- Cognitive Approaches to Early Christian Rituals




PROGRAMME

Thursday October 21

9.00 Opening of the Symposium

9.10 Petri Luomanen - Cognitive Science and Biblical Studies: An Overview
of Recent Developments

10.40 Coffee break

11.00 Thomas Kazen - Emotions, Ritual and Morality in Pentateuchal Law

12.30 Lunch

14.00 Jutta Jokiranta - Cognitive Approaches to the Texts from Qumran

15.30 Coffee break

16.00 Istvan Czachesz - Social Network Formation in Early Christian Groups
Dinner

Friday October 22

9.00 Colleen Shantz - Neurobiological Perspectives on Paul

10.30 Coffee break

11.00 Risto Uro - Cognitive Approaches to Early Christian Rituals

12.30 Lunch

14.00 Rikard Roitto- Group Identity and Norms of Behaviour in Post-Pauline
Communities

15.30 Coffee break

16.00 Gerd Theissen - A Cognitive Analysis of Early Christian Beliefs

17.30 End of Symposium.




The programme covers two full days (21-22/10) between 9.00 and 17.30, with four
lectures each day. Each lecture is to be followed by time for general discussion.

The conference fee is 250SEK, including coffee and lunch, which will be served at
THS. Participation in the dinner on October 21 is subject to a separate fee.
Accommodation is available at nearby hotels; Scandic Bromma and Flyghotellet.

Further information, details and registration (before September 24) at the THS
homepage, www.ths.se/symposium. For further questions about practical arrang-
ements, contact Sophia Tonneman, sophia.tonneman@ths.se. For questions about
the content, contact Thomas Kazen, thomas.kazen@ths.se.

Programmet I6per under tva heldagar (21-22/10) mellan 9.00 och 17.30, med
fyra forelasningar per dag. Varje forelasning atfoljs av gott om tid fér fragor och
diskussion. Konferenssprak ar engelska.

Konferensavgiften ar 250kr och inkluderar for- och eftermiddagsfika samt lunch,
som serveras pa THS.

Deltagande i middag den 21/10 erbjuds mot separat avgift. Overnattningar kan
bokas pa narliggande hotell; Scandic Bromma och Flyghotellet.

Ytterligare information och anmalan (senast 24 september) pa THS hemsida
www.ths.se/symposium. For fragor om det praktiska, kontakta Sophia Tonneman,
sophia.tonneman@ths.se. For innehallsfragor, kontakta Thomas Kazen, thomas.
kazen@ths.se.

Registration

On Thursday night there will be a dinner for the invited guests and all participants are
welcome to join at their own expense. Please indicate if you wish to take part in this event.
Details and the approximate price will be posted shortly.

Register by the following E-mail (before September 24): sophia.tonneman@ths.se.

Payments: Plusgiro 70 94 99-8*. Mark your payment with your name and the
following code: "Symposium october 21-22".

* For international payments:
BIC: NDEASESS
IBAN: SE04 9500 0099 6042 0709 4998

Teologiska hogskolan Stockholm

Stockholm School of Theoloy

Akeshovsviagen 29, SE-168 39 Bromma, Sweden « Tel +46(0)8-564 357 00
www.ths.se * ths@ths.se * T-Brommaplan





